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4c: 
Religious accounts of the beginning of the universe

 

Lesson 1 of 2: How did the universe begin?

How on earth?

Aim of the lesson 

· to enable pupils to recognise the different foci of science and religion in accounts of the origin of the universe and its subsequent development
· to enable pupils to recall the creation story of Genesis 1, and show awareness of different interpretations that exist today within the Christian tradition

· to enable pupils to develop their own thinking about the origin of the universe 
Differentiation / Extension

There is extension material for talented and able students in Lesson 1 extension unit: Student worksheet 2 (card game).

Assessment

There are formal opportunities for assessment of students’ progress through their written work in this lesson as well as through their homework research.

Duration

1 hour lesson

Timings

Starter 20 mins; Main activities 30 mins; Plenary 10mins

Intended Age
13-16 year olds

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It is important that, before starting to teach this unit,  the teacher has read through the accompanying background notes, especially if neither science nor religion are specialist subject areas.

Previous knowledge needed by students

It would be helpful, but not essential, if pupils had previously covered 4b, and maybe Topic 1. 

Resources
Lesson 1: Student resource 1: The mice and the piano

Lesson 1: Student worksheet 1: What do you think?
Lesson 1: Student worksheet 2: Card game
Lesson 1: Student homework
Introduction / Starter activity

Give the class Lesson 1 extension unit: Student resource 1: Mice and Men, reading and discussing the questions at the bottom of the page. (20 mins)

Main Activities

Introduce the new topic, and then use the power-point presentation – a poem written by Sir Robert Boyd, a Christian who was a professor of Physics at the University of London - as a way of presenting Genesis chapters 1&2 to the class. (10 mins) - Questions to ask: What does the writer of this poem believe about the creation of the world? Do you think the writer takes the Genesis creation narrative literally?  Do you think he is a Christian?  Why?  Would it surprise you to know that the person who wrote this is a scientist?

Facts about Sir Robert Boyd CBE, FRS (Fellow of the Royal Society)
Knighted in 1983, CBE given in 1972.  He was the founding director of the Mullard Space Science Laboratory, University College London, and Professor of Astronomy at the Royal Institution of Great Britain.

Lesson 1 extension unit: Student worksheet 1: What do you think?  Place the students in pairs to work through the sorting activity. (20 mins)

There is extension material for talented and able students in Lesson 1 extension unit: Student worksheet 2: card game, which you might like to use as an alternative to No.3 – it includes a page explaining the activity for teachers or students, and then the cards for the activity.  These will need to be photocopied or printed onto card in advance of the lesson.

Plenary

Bring the class back together to discuss their thoughts about the Genesis narrative, and the activity they have completed. (5 mins)

For homework, give each student a copy of the  ICT research sheet (Lesson 1 extension material: student homework). (5 mins)
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