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Lesson 1 of 5: What is an argument?

Aim of the lesson 

For the students to have 

· An understanding of the structure of an argument and its components.

· An awareness of the difference between deduction and induction.

· The opportunity to examine circular arguments.

· Reflected on the criteria for making a ‘leap of faith’ in accepting new theories.

Differentiation / Extension

Student Resource Sheet 1[LA] What is an argument?
Extension: Students could carry out an analysis of different arguments and try constructing further arguments of their own.

Assessment

Teacher: Exercises and questions on Student Resource Sheet 1: What is an argument?
Duration 1 Hour.

Timings

Starter
10 minutes – analysis what makes an argument.

Main Activity
40 minutes – Examples of arguments, construction of own deductive, inductive and circular arguments.

Plenary
Questions on resource sheet.

Intended Age 16 – 18

Previous Knowledge needed by teacher

Teachers should have a sound understating of the information in Teacher Resource Sheet 6: Teacher’s Notes
Previous Knowledge needed by students

Critical thinking skills.

Background Reading

· J Polkinghorne – Science and Christian Belief, SPCK 1994
· Teacher Resource Sheet 6: Teacher’s Notes
Resources

· Student Resource Sheet 1 / 1[LA]: What is an argument?
Introduction / Starter activity

A good way to introduce the lesson would be to start the students blind on the first section of worksheet Student Resource Sheet 1 / 1[LA]: What is an argument? which gives them a set of quotations from various thinkers in this field. The idea is that they decide which of the quotations are in the form of an argument, in the technical sense of a piece of reasoning leading to a conclusion. 

Lower Ability: In pairs, they could try constructing own arguments for something they would like to convince their partner about. They should analyse their arguments to check their structure and components according to 1b_r1LA What is an argument?

Main Activities

What is an argument? The next section of the worksheet outlines what the technical definition of an argument is. It then moves on to define deduction and induction and to give some examples of these forms of reasoning and to contrast them. They should be asked to work through the set of examples and to decide which ones are deductions and which are inductions. The final section of the worksheet moves on to consider circular arguments and the sort of ‘tame circles’ that are inevitable when it comes to justifying a worldview. Finally a set of criteria is suggested for selecting between contrasting metaphysical systems.

In small groups the students could have some fun trying out the different kinds of arguments on each other. These could be in order to convince each other of the validity of their points of view on a variety of statements (e.g. ‘Of course God cannot exist’; ‘Evolution is the only valid theory about the creation of life’ etc.). They could deliberately include some circular arguments and test each others’ ability to identify these.

Plenary

A set of questions is available at the end of the sheet that can be used in the lesson, or developed for homework.
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