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5b: A Christian Perspective

Resource from Unit 6a: Resource 20

Christian Environmental Groups: Research Task

You will now be allocated one Christian group or organisation to research. Your task is to find out how this group has responded to environmental issues and its rationale for doing so. You will use the information you discover to answer a cross-examination from your teacher who will represent “The Planet who sued God”. Be prepared to defend your position. 

Church of Scotland: Science, Religion & Technology Project

We believe the Christian churches have a unique role to play amidst the controversy. The Society, Religion and Technology Project was begun by the Church of Scotland in 1970, to address wider issues being raised by modern technology. Its concern was not only that the church should be well informed, but to stimulate balanced debate in the public at large and amongst those working within technology itself. On all the many issues it has examined, the SRT Project has sought to examine fairly and honestly, with no vested interests. Its reports and publications seek to present such a balance. Over the years our experience leads us to believe that there is no substitute for listening to all sides of the question, preferably round the same table. There are usually no easy answers, but with the insights of Christian ethics, SRT has often thrown new and relevant light on difficult and complex issues.

Source: SRT Own Website - See http://www.srtp.org.uk/srtpage3.shtml

The European Christian Environmental Network: ECEN aims to enable the churches of Europe and Christian groups involved in environmental work 

· to share information 

· to pool our common experiences 

· to encourage each other in being a united witness to caring for God's creation.
Source: http://www.ecen.org/ecenhome.shtml
Christian Ecology Link

We are responsible for our impact on God's creation as a whole. CEL helps members to understand and relate these responsibilities to their faith. Members can then encourage others in their local church to think seriously about these issues. 

Source: http://www.ecen.org/cel.shtml
Source www.christian-ecology.org.uk
A Rocha

A Rocha is a Christian nature conservation organisation, our name coming from the Portuguese for "the Rock", as the first initiative was a field study centre near the Alvor Estuary in Portugal.As Christians all over the world have recognised the urgent need to protect and restore important habitats, A Rocha has become a family of projects working in Europe, the Middle East, Africa, North America and Asia.A Rocha projects are frequently cross-cultural in character, and share a community emphasis, with a focus on science and research, practical conservation and environmental education.
Source: http://en.arocha.org/home/
Sage Oxford

Sage is a group of Christians from a number of churches in the Oxford area in the UK with a particular concern for our Lord's Creation.  Since Sage was formed in 1990 it has been involved in a whole variety of activities. It produces a regular newsletter (Sage Words) on topics such as recycling, Christian environmental books and simple living. Sage organises walks including "Walking with the Creator". It wrote a set of Bible study notes, and meets regularly to pray. Sage is involved in conservation tasks, particularly at a local nature reserve, Boundary Brook Nature Park. Members also give presentations to interested groups and will lead and provide preachers for services. Sage is open to Christians of all denominations, all ages and all backgrounds.

Source: http://www.ecen.org/uk.shtml#Sage - See http://www.sageoxford.org.uk
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