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5b: A Christian Perspective

Resource from Unit 6a: Lesson 6 Teacher’s Notes

Science Focus

Although there’s a clear Christian focus to this section, there are obvious links to the science. There cold be general discussion now about the relationship between science and religion. Is it a case of either/or? Can you ‘believe in’ both? Famous debates between Christianity and Science can be referred to (These are covered in other areas of the SRS Project). Pupils can be helped to see that diversity of opinion is not clearly drawn along the boundary lines of science and religion, but across the two disciplines. Some development in understanding of the rise of science and the extent to which it ‘replaced’ religious explanations of the universe can take place. Scientific methods vurses religious ‘methods’ of arriving at ‘the truth’ can be explored – are they so different? To what extent is religious belief dogma, and to what extent has modern science become dogmatic? The whole area of Christians who are also scientists can be looked at here – how do they live in both worlds?
Religion Focus

There is a clear Christian focus here. Some basic Christian theological principles about humanity’s relationship with nature is the subject of the section. The nature of these should be explored as well as how understanding of what they mean has/has had implications for human treatment of nature. There could also be discussion of the Biblical material. The Bible is obviously a significant source for Christians, but how can its validity beyond one tradition be established? There is significant scope here for examining the different viewpoints within the faith about environmental issues, as well as the extent to which it is a fit subject matter for Christians. Many Christians have tended to treat environmental issues as peripheral or suspect (can they lead to replacing worship of a creator with worship of the created?), while others have considered the environment to be a key issue in the life of a Christian. Varieties of viewpoint and Christian traditions should be explored.
Learning & Teaching

Teachers should develop a series of cross-examination questions for the ‘court case’ scenario. These should raise issues of dominion/stewardship and the exercise of human responsibility/freedom. If, as Christians believe, this is God’s world, then how have his appointed stewards fared in their responsibility? How have Christians developed their theology of nature and put it into practice? All learning styles can be exercised here. Timing is flexible. An alternative approach is for pupils to complete an information leaflet about the Christian response (or otherwise) to environmental issues. Another possibility is some action research amongst Christian groups. Pupils could interview or devise a questionnaire for use with Christian groups to ascertain the extent to which the environment matters in their own Christian thinking.

Review of Section

Some questions to ask:

· What went well?

· What didn’t go well?

· Specific issues arising from this section

· Possible amendments for next use?
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