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Lesson 4: Pupil Resource Sheet 1

Four Paths to Knowledge

Nyaya Hinduism began over two and a half thousand years ago.

It has always said that debate and argument are important and it made up its own rules of logic.

Like the Ancient Greeks, Nyaya Hindus regard logic as a path to knowledge and truth, making the way clear for us. It is, however, just one path to knowledge. There are three others.

This grid shows the four Nyaya ways to knowledge.

	using our senses

sight, sound, hearing, 
touch and taste


	logic and debate


	analogy

explaining difficult ideas with pictures, stories or models


	listening to the sound of the        spiritual within us




A Riddle-me-re

Two of these are ways of explaining things.

Two of these use the first two to explain themselves.

Which are which? 

Answer to riddle 
‘Using our senses’ is what we do in science and ‘listening to the sound of the spiritual within us’ is what we do in religion (although there are overlaps of course). Analogy and logic are ways of explaining things.

Science and religion explain things (often in different ways from each other) but analogy and logic are ways of doing the explaining. Anything which is difficult to understand can be made easier by logical reasoning and clever use of story, pictures, models and diagrams.

This shows the importance of explaining things properly and accurately in order to get close to what is true.
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