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	Unit 4: Year group(s) - Years 5 and 6
	Many maps, same place
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	Introduction to the unit:

This unit explores what we do when we explain things, how we do it and how different kinds of explanations are suited to different sorts of questions.  Pupils learn that when a network of explanations support each other this makes cumulative evidence.

Pupils also investigate the role of logic in western and Hindu tradition: how it helps us to order our thoughts, and that it has limitations. Some pupils will understand that validity is not the same as truth.

Use is made of a Hindu analogy to help pupils construct their own ‘pathways to knowledge’.

In this unit pupils develop their own analytical and synthesising skills and reflect on their own learning processes.



	Links to the RE NSNF

1.1 Belief and teachings (what people believe)

1.2 Practices and lifestyle (what people do)

1.3 Expression and language (how people express themselves)

2.1 Identity and experience (making sense of who we are)

2.2 Meaning and purpose (making sense of life)

2.3 Values and commitments (making sense of right and wrong)
	Unit Aim:

To explore ideas concerning different kinds of explanation, and different ways to knowledge.
Unit Objectives / Learning outcomes

(1) Different kinds of explanation are suited to different purposes.

(2) Logic and analogy are two different ways of explaining things.

(3) Some kinds of explanation suit science, others suit religion.

(4) There are different ways to attain knowledge.

Key Questions

       (1)  Why did the Titanic sink?

       (2)  Many maps, one place?

       (3)  Are you a logical thinker?

       (4)  Many paths, one peak?

	Prior Knowledge

This unit links to science QCA units 

5E Keeping healthy (heart)

6E Forces in Action


	Links to the Science NC

Sc1.1 Ideas and evidence in science

Sc1.2 Investigative skills

Sc2.1 Life processes

Sc2.2 Humans and other animals

Sc2.3 Green Plants

Sc2.4 Variation and classification

Sc2.5 Living thing in their environment

Sc3.1 Grouping and classifying materials

Sc3.2 Changing materials

Sc3.3 Separating mixtures of materials

Sc4.1 Electricity

Sc4.2 Forces and motion

Sc4.3 Light and sound

Sc4.4 The Earth and beyond
	Key Quotes

Since science and religion concern themselves with different types of explanations, this sets boundaries to where we can sensibly turn for answers to questions about the world we live in.

A Guide to Science and Belief (Lion) by Michael Poole.

Physics, like the North Pole, is a terminus. It is where you should end up if you are making one particular kind of enquiry – namely a physical one. It is no help if you are trying to go somewhere else.’(Pluralism:the Many Maps Model (Philosophy Now April 2002) Mary Midgley.

The image of different maps of reality seem to us a most appropriate metaphor for the way scientific and theological descriptions of the world operate.

God, Humanity and the Cosmos (T + T Clark)  Christopher Southgate

‘This technology is wrong.’  Dr Who on a future Earth where human beings are being controlled by microchips in their heads.
	Teacher Resources

www.counterbalance.org
www.atributetohinduism.com 

The heart of Hinduism (ISKON Educational Services) by Rasamandala Das

The Philosophy Club (Dialogue Works) for examples of logical explanation using Venn Diagrams.

New Methods in RE Teaching – an Experiential Approach (Oliver and Boyd)

Classroom Resources

Lesson 2 – globe of world; road, physical and political maps of the same place.

Lesson 4 – picture of goalposts and net.

Relaxation tape or CD; candle

Clips from film ‘The Titanic’. 

Clips from the Star Trek series containing Spock’s logical reasoning and/or Data’s lack of emotion..
ICT opportunities

Lesson 1 – pupils may use website to find picture of Titanic on launch and an account of the tragedy on www.compass.dircon.co.uk/1titanic.htm 

Lesson 2 – using a search engine to request information on something relevant to present curriculum; explore the first six results and list in order of suitability of explanation.

	Links to other parts of the NC

Speaking and Listening

Literacy

Numeracy

Foundation subjects music; art and Egyptian history through extension activities.

Thinking Skills

Creativity

SMSC 


	Learning Styles / Intelligences

Visual / Auditory /Kinaesthetic

Linguistic intelligence ("word smart"):

Logical-mathematical intelligence ("number/reasoning smart")

Spatial intelligence ("picture smart")

Bodily-Kinaesthetic intelligence ("body smart")

Musical intelligence ("music smart")

Interpersonal intelligence ("people smart")

Intrapersonal intelligence ("self smart")

Naturalist intelligence ("nature smart")
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